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The top level NATO committees arse meelllg in an eifort to
strengthen the KAT siructure and agree ¢u flrm mutual defense
nlans. Thne Council oi Burope's Cormitte: of Ministers meeting in
strasbourg this week faces the problem ~7 admitting Germany and
“he Saar to the Council. While e wave «f Communist instigated
strikes spread over Western Hurope, the Free Trede Union Confedera-
*ion in Brussels suthorized reasures tc increase the eifectiveness
~f resistance to the Commvnist drive. at the UN, the Soviet bloe 's
poycott was extended to both the commi sions on Human Rights and
Trengportation. Meanwhile in Geneva, :he Trusteeship Council com-
rnieted its draft of a Jerusalem statutz.
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Free Trade Union Confoueration dereioping strengtii. The

Internationsl Confederzticn oi Free Tr.de Unions ICFTU), already =
., Tepresenting labor organizaticns in 53 u:(.run‘tré@cumsm\? mss«l:l ;
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wembershiyp of 48 wiliion workers, has recently teken decisicns
which will enable it to exert increased Influence in tne EBast-
Wenst confliet during the coplng montls., With virtual unantmity?
the Viestern labor leacers heve: (1) reached agreement with the
Internsticnal Trede Secretuarists (representing about 2-1/2 villion

peoialized irdusirial workers) "to work together as one inter-
naticnal trede union rovegent' s (2) scheduled a May conference of
Western European (rade uniors to ¢rnsider the progress rmade by the
minars and retal worxeprs towards trzde union representation on the
Ruhr Autheritys (2) pledged support to the “vigilance committees®
of the Trenspcert Workers now combatting Comrunist interferonce
with arms SELﬂWGV-S? ¢nd (4} desided to serd an ICFTU deleration
to Seuthesast Azle. oprobably in Anrily to develop and strengthen
trade unico nmvenents i thet aresa.

The sgreenernt with tee International Trzde Secretariats re-
goives a knotty jusiscicticnal problem and will thus facllitate
cluser coordinaticn Hetween the (CFTU and the veteran industrial
internaticnalsz. 1t hss already ensured coordination of reasures
tekem by the Western ratiornel laovor crgenizaticns and the inter-
national Trenspors Workers to counter the Compunist drive in NDAP
perts and will probably promote similar cocrdination with the
International Minsrs Federstion.

The decision to send an 1CUFTU delegztion to Southesst Asia
ey prove even ncore inportenié since it constitutes belated recognie
tion of ihe necessity for vizserous action by Western labor to pre-
vent the Compunlists {vor galaing control of lebor in thils area.
kbweJer tnis delegatiion, coperating from Becrbey, may find diffi-
ity in establilshing cordisl relations with government dominated
ur*nﬂq in India, Trailand, end other Southeast Asian countries un-

A

neidered {ree 'tom government control.
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Yugcslavs deiy WFIU expulsion. The recent decislon of the
Seviet-controlled World Pederation of Trede Unions to e¢ject the
Yugosiavy Tidﬂ& Urion Federation ias been strongly protestac by the
Yucoslavs. The Yugosiav lsbor fwderation, whose leader still
clpims to be a WFTU vice-president, ras complaired to all WFTU
aftilistes of the "anti-dero:rstis” character of the declsiong
styessing Soviet respensibllity, and appealing to the othex naticnal
tapor orgenizetlons ageinst ohils aclticon. Althcugh the pxotesa is
uriitkely to win any open supaori from other Communist tr ade union
crgenizations in the BFTJ, 4. may sympathetlcally rec e1ved DY
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1t redifies the 1ICFTU shand against admitting unlons which are .
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elerents in the Frrn A and It:lian Communist labor federations
already resentful &t the strongly anti-nsticnal line taken Ly the
Cominform 1a thelr own ccountries,
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Compunists seek to crgunize crerisal workers in “"pezce”
fropt. Establishment by the World Federction of Tride Unions of
an Interneticrnal Union of Cherical, Fubber and Glass Workers at
Budapest is an important develovment in the Comrunist stratesy cf
opposition to Western militery end econcmic sid rrograems. The
avowed principal cbjective of tris new international union will
be to z21d the "struggle for peace" by preventing the use of
chemical produects for war. To achieve thls cbjective, chemical
workers in the Western Eurcpean vountries will be organized in
"defense of peice" comrittees similar to those formed among
dockers and raritime workers. The scope of activity enviszred by
the new WFTU "trude department” 18 indizsted in its clair that
delegates from 12 cruntrtes representing 668,000 chemical workers
attended the orgenizing conference. The participation of trade
unionists from Chine, Japan, Viet Nam and Australia suggests that
this effort will also be extended to Far Eastern areas.
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Prospects for Erityean partition incresse. Sentiment for
partiticning Eritrea 2lcng the lines of the US-UK proposal at the
last General Assenbly is growing in the UN Comrissicn of Inquiry
(UNCOMINGQ). Under tais pilan, 511 exzept the West Province would
he 2eded to Ethiople, wiith the Temaining territory linked tc the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Tiae US and UK are seeking to persuade .

Tthiopia to accept tris sclutich which would satisfy rost, 1f not
all, or its clairs. The pariltion idea will most likely take the
form of uvnion of the Easvtern area with Ethicpia under the Ethiopian
Crown. Uniconist sentiment is also apparently rising in Eritres,
with the Independence Blogc dislntegreting and former Meslem League
spokesmen eliming on the banpdwagon.

Within the Cormission Norway., South Africa and Burma are
1ikely to favor partition wirh Tedersaticn, with Guatemala insigtent
on independence and Pakistan supporting Mosliem views. The US and
UK are understendably snxlous for sn Italo-Ethioplan rapproahew
ment to prevent another failure t: settle the Erifrecn ouestion at
the next GA should UNCuMING present a 3plit recommendation. The
UK apresrs to belleve That ranpro: bnmrnf prospects will improve
after presentation of the Comoiss.on's report in June. Italy, in
any case, desires to raesume c'q"a;ahox s¢ that much depends on
how efiectively the US arpd JK prod Ethicpila.
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British Cyrenaican plans reet oppesition. US interest 1in
assuring the Britis strategic position in Cyrenalca may be ad=
yersely affected should UN Libyan Comxissioner Pelt persist in
his opposition to Cyrenaican independenrce and the proposed treaty
of allience with the UK. Pelt considers the British plan an
infraction of the November 1949 General Assembly decision to
create a sovereign and independent Libya by January 1952, He fears
it will imperil unity of Libya notwithstanding the Emir‘s snticl=
pated acceptence of Britain's obligstion as administering power

to assist in the establishment of Libyan unity and independence.
However, Ly exercising a moderating influence on both the British
and Peli in their forthcoming diseussions, the US ray be In a po-
sition to head off sharp criticism at the next GA, which an un= '
favorable report by the Commissioner would stimulate.
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T¢ evades implementation of Jerusalem statute. In providing
that the draft statute for internationalizaticn_of Jerusalem shall
sore into force "at a date to be decided /Iater/ by the Trustee-
ship Councll," the Councii has ingenicusly side-stepped the problieml
of actual implementation of the st-otute. Awsre that acceptance
of the stztute by Israel snd Jordan is a prectical impossibility,
the majority of Council members have nevertheless felt bound to

N/ draw up such a statute under the terms of the GA resolution. The
US Delegate, for example, nas stressed that in voting for the
+s-t as a wholz and its numerous ipdividual articles, he was
participating only in the nyechrical task" of preparing a statute
as instructed by the GA. ‘

Under the present implementation“articie, the Council Presi-
dent is expected to present the slatute to Jordan and Israel; upon
1ts antizipated rejection he will report to the Council in June
which, in turn, will presumably refer the matter to the GA for -
further instructlons. Mesnwhile, although talks between Israel
and Jordan have been suspended f9i the time being, any guarantees
of access to and protezticn of the Holy Places on which they copld
eventually agree would directly affect future 3A actlon. lndeegg
such undertakings might provlie the basis for & final settiemenﬁ
acceptsble to the international community short of internationaliz~-
ing Jerusalem along the lines of the present statute. ‘ :
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Arap States bring pressure grainst Jordan-israel negotiativns.

pressures to prevent resurption cf the presently suspended Joryan-
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tsrael taiks hsve recently incrsased. The syrlan Prige Minisher
¥, the lead in threatening to ~lose .yria’s fronvier witn ‘
Jordan, should the latter -~cacluce any arrengerent with Israv.i.

Yo rejected a US exprescion of arXlety over his announced course
as an unwarrented intervencion ir:Syrisn affeirs. At Calire wher::
the Arab League Council is row reesing. Haudl Arabia has initlated
s move to exclude Jordan irom the League and o invoke evonowic
sanctions until Abdullsh avandons nego:iiations with lsrael. 1rac,
Syria and Lebanon seem likely to suppori this plan. Were Jordan
which has so far failed to serd a delsgation to Caliro, To be
pushied too far, the prectical sffect might conceivably be to
promote negotiations with 1srael. Altucugh Egypt, to which US
views have been comrunicated will probably counsel some moderativn,
it still remains doubtful whether such counsels can succeed in
healing the deep breach in the Arab family.
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